
Suur tänu, Eesti, suurepärase konverentsi eest.  

I have wanted to visit Estonia since the late 60s when I met a delightful Estonian whose family had fled to 
Canada during the Russian occupation. I was not disappointed with the country and the welcome from its 
people. A tiny Baltic country with big ambitions and the will to bring about their dreams. 
     Tallinn old town was fascinating with its pastel coloured traditional buildings, churches and palaces, but 
was certainly not a 'living museum'. Instead it was amazingly lively, both by day and at night.   
     Our Estonian DKG members called their country 'a singing nation'. It certainly was. I felt so privileged to 
watch and listen to wonderful music from schoolchildren of all ages, whose enthusiasm was infectious.  
     Then the singing of the 'Collegium Musicale Chamber Choir' on the second evening was simply breathtak-
ing.Estonia 'puts its money where its mouth is' by acknowledging the importance of music in the curriculum 
and funding it. The huge youth music festivals showcase the talent of its people. 
     I loved my week there and came away with increased knowledge of a wonderful tiny nation, as far north 
as Alaska, and also with the warm feeling that being with friends from around the world brings. 

Tallinn re-ignited my enthusiasm for DKG. 

Sheila Roberts.  Gamma Chapter 

Time Travel 

ERC2017 gave us two very enjoyable opportunities to 
travel in time. The first was the Night on the Town that 

had us feasting in medieval 
style with authentic sur-
roundings, food, drink and 
even toilets. We were served 
by costumed waiters and ser-
enaded by minstrels.   

The next day we came for-
ward in time to experience 
an interactive 19th century 
lesson from Tsarist Estonia. 

We learnt some Russian, used an abacus and wrote with 
a quill pen. 

Carol Dawson   Gamma Chapter 

I identified with the  quote from the Minister of Education and Research - Mailis 
Reps (female) during her opening words on the Thursday morning: 

Men like to make decisions but women make informed choices. 

Kathrin Hodgson  State President  Gamma Chapter  

We had a splendid time in Tallinn.  Excellent 
hotel, conference well run and full of interest 
with a good range of workshops and activities, 
evening events aimed at showing us some-
thing of the Estonian character and ambitions, 
and tours, several lasting all day, which 
showed us something of the country outside 
Tallinn.   The best feature was the Estonian 
members who made us so welcome, and did 
everything they could to make us feel at 
home. 

In the next edition of GB News we shall do our 
best to convey all this, but the real thing was 
something special! 

Di Billam Gamma Chapter 



Memories: 

Of Estonia:    Manor houses, forests, traffic free 
roads, Baltic Sea views and  

                       a moose in a cornfield! 

Of Tallin:       Walled and cobblestoned a medieval 
city with ancient church spires and  

                       a very large jug of mead! 

Of Conference: Global friends reunited. World class 
speakers, knowledge shared and 

                        inky fingers- no iPads  in the 19th cen-
tury school room! 

And:                Good food, friendship and music- 
choirs, orchestras and dance groups.  

Thank you DKG Estonia for all of these memories. I 
will visit again one day. 

Lavinia Soul  Alpha  Chapter 

Travelling on the tours we had the opportunity to see the Estonian 
countryside. The forests and fields were carpeted 
with a great variety of flowers.  There were mead-
ows of wild flowers such as rose bay willow herb, 
goat’s beard, poppies, fennel and bedstraws. When 
we stopped there were many little flowers like alka-
net, toadflax, clover and bird’s foot trefoil. 
      This inspired us to bring home two bunches of 
cornflowers, Estonia’s national flower. 

Robbie Scahill  Gamma Chapter 

Despite gainsayers, warning of likely confiscation or injury by x-ray ma-
chine, Carole, Robbie and I managed to bring home safely bunches of 
the Estonian national flower - the beautiful cornflower. Over a week 
later, they remain upright in their vase - a little faded now, to be honest 
- but a lovely reminder of a fabulous week in Tallinn. 

Kathy Hodgson Gamma Chapter 

My magic moment was to see a mother 
swallow feeding her young who were 
perched very close to us  inside a wind-
mill. The mother was swooping inches 
from my head, obviously unconcerned 
by our presence.  The Barn Swallow  is  
the national bird of Estonia.    
Sandra  Blacker  Gamma Chapter 

Unity Harvey at the Flower Market. 



I realise how ill informed I am every time I visit another country. In advance of travelling to Tallinn, I 
had an image of a slightly repressed and quite poor country, probably suffering still from the com-
munist regime they were subjected to for almost 50 years in the second half of the 20th century. How 
wrong can a person be? It is a vibrant and buzzing country. I was so impressed with their approach to 
music and the arts, and the importance of both in motivating learning and expanding the brain. It is 
truly a 'singing nation'.  
Kathy Hodgson  Gamma Chapter 

My personal highlight was 
how welcome everyone 
made Kate; she was virtually 
fêted, though probably not 
politic to say so.……………….. 
 Highlight of the “extras” 
was definitely the choir per-
formance at the House of 
the Blackheads – quite 
astonishing! 
Tony York 

Täname teid meeldiva 
konverentsi eest! 
Väga meeldejääv kogemus. 
Parim hotell, mida kulastanud oleme!  
Robbie Scahill Gamma Chapter 

One of my very special moments was visiting School 21 and lis-
tening to the wonderful singing, and playing of instruments, by the 

students. They appeared so confident and were happy to mix with 
us while we enjoyed drinks and nibbles after their  performance. 

 Evelyn Goodsell  Gamma Chapter 

We went to many special places on the tours including the subma-
rine Lembit (pride of the Estonian Navy, launched in 1936. afloat un-
til 2011, survived WW11 and long exile in Russia) at the Sea Plane 
Harbour Museum at Lennusadam outside Tallinn; Children were 
playing in the playground outside this museum……………………………..  
The music throughout was wonderful  which I could hear with my 
new hearing aids. The Estonians find music a bonding activity when 
times are tough. Singing and instrument playing for our tour was su-
perb.  
Unity Harvey  Alpha Chapter 
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